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do better to leave the proselytizing to others. The man who
wishes to play the part of an apostle is ever well advised to come
empty-handed.

Bringers of new doctrines have never been unpopular in the
East. One has only to remember the treatment accorded to
the Jesuit Desideri who visited Lhasa in 1716. He was at once
granted permission to preach and when he wrote a book to
refute the errors, as he considered them, of the lamas, far from
resenting it, they all rushed to borrow it. Desideri himself
says : " My house suddenly became the scene of incessant com-
ings and goings, by all sorts of people, chiefly learned men and
professors, who came from the monasteries and universities,
especially those of Sera and Drepung, the principal ones, to
apply for permission to read the book." This was happening
only a few years after the Huguenots had been driven from
France and when in most of Europe heretical books would have
been publicly burned by the common hangman.

Though in our eyes uncharitableness and pride are among
the worst temptations, I think I am right in saying that a Budd-
hist or Hindu would always consider them secondary to that of
wilful Ignorance. He would reserve his strongest blame for
the habit of attacking other people's beliefs without first, like
Desideri's lamas, making a genuine attempt to understand
those beliefs as professed by their ablest exponents, not only
by the unlettered herd. A scientist who presumed to find fault
with a rival's hypothesis, without giving evidence of more than
superficial acquaintance with its principles, would make him-
self ridiculous in the academic world. In one who tries to make
himself the mouthpiece of God, this attitude, not at all uncom-
mon, is not only intellectually censurable, it is a sin against the
Holy Ghost.

Apart from doctrines, even in regard to actual statements
of fact, there is a temptation to try to paint a lurid, rather than
a balanced, picture, underlining moral and material abuses
and suppressing whatever is favourable: otherwise, the
emotions of parishioners at home will not be raised to the pitch
of inducing them to open their purses wide for the cause. Now-
adays, if a missionary said: " This nation has a fine culture.
Their moral code is below ours in these points, in those superior.
Their religious ideal is a high one and their clergy include
mediocrities, rogues and saints. On the whole I think our ideal